For immediate release

MEDIA RELEASE
SHINE for Kids celebrate their 25 ™ Anniversary

SHINE for Kids Co-operative Ltd - formally known as Children of Prisoners' Support Group
(COPSG), have been providing programs and support to the children, and families, of
prisoners for over 25 years. On average they assist over 1,500 children per year in NSW.

As they commemorate this milestone they are asking for members of the public who may
have been involved with the organisation to share their stories with them. These stories
could include those from children that were associated with SHINE for Kids while their
parent was in prison, careers of these children or from former prisoners.

SHINE for Kids is a non profit Co-operative that serves the Greater Sydney Metropolitan
Area and regional NSW. Their centres are located at Silverwater, Bathurst and Windsor,
with services extending to prisons and schools across NSW, as required by the child’'s
individual needs.

“It is not always easy to be sure of guilt or innocence. But there’s no doubting the
innocence of more than 15,000 young people, in NSW alone, suffering as a result of parent
imprisonment” said Gloria Larman, CEO of SHINE for Kids.

Formed in 1982 by a group of volunteers, to address the shortfalls in the criminal justice
system relating to children of prisoners, the service continues to receive tremendous
support and dedication from over 320 trained volunteers.

SHINE for Kids services address the educational, emotional and social needs for the long-
term benefit of these children. The five core areas of service are: Casework and Contact
Services, Child and Family Centre’s, Groupwork Programs for children and families,
Mentoring Program for young people and Research and Advocacy.

“Children of prisoners, through no fault of their own, face unique challenges that can leave
them traumatised, stigmatised and isolated. Our proven programs are designed to address
the specific needs of these children and their families to enable them to overcome
obstacles and give them the best opportunity for a positive future,” said Gloria.

You can also help SHINE for Kids mark their 25" Anniversary by providing a much needed
donation or attending their 25" Anniversary Dinner on 11" October.

SHINE for Kids can be contacted on inquiries@shineforkids.org.au or
(02) 9714 3000. Donation forms can be downloaded from www.shineforkids.org.au

ENDS
For further information contact Gloria Larman on (02) 9714 3000.



