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FATHER’S DAY A CHALLENGE FOR THOUSANDS OF AUSSIE KIDS 

 

Thousands of Australian children will be denied close contact with their fathers this Sunday, 

through no fault of their own. 

The Chief Executive Officer of SHINE for Kids, Gloria Larman, said that while Father’s Day was a 

joyful celebration for many, the fact remained that for the children of prisoners, it meant another 

day of humiliation. 

“These kids have done nothing wrong but they have to live with the stigma of a father in prison,” 

Ms Larman said. 

“We should all spare a thought for these innocent victims of the criminal justice system, who suffer 

terribly at times like this.” 

Ms Larman said that around 40,000 children across Australia had a parent in prison, with 17,000 

such children in New South Wales alone. 

“SHINE for Kids aims to help these children with support and mentoring programs,” she said. 

Ms Larman said that SHINE had today published on its website an inspirational video interview 

with a SHINE volunteer worker whose own father was sent to prison. 

“It’s the story of a man, in his years of retirement, looking back at how the experience affected him 

in his teens,” Ms Larman said. 

See the video at: http://shineforkids.org.au/shineforkidstv/interview_dennis_van_someren.html 

For three decades SHINE for Kids, a non-profit organisation supported by governments and other 

benefactors and stakeholders, has worked with and for young Australians affected by family 

member involvement in the criminal justice system. The organisation has supported them, helped 

create hope and inspired them to reach their potential. 
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In NSW, SHINE for Kids centres are located at Silverwater, Parklea, Windsor, Kariong, Bathurst, 

Cessnock, Wellington, Junee and Kempsey. In Victoria, there is an office at Footscray and 

programs operating at Lara (Barwon) and Ravenhall. There is also a program operating in 

Canberra at the Alexander Maconochie facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

More information on SHINE for Kids can be found at www.shineforkids.org.au 

 

 

CONTACT: For media inquiries, please contact Jim Maher at Leading Edge Public Affairs on 

0403 044 216 or email jmaher@leadingedgepa.com 
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